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forming rich festoons from the trees and "bushes, with their
large and delicate flowers of every variety of colours ; Plum-
bago, Costus, Hoya, and Eoses, which are everywhere culti-
vated in gardens.

"Water-lilies fill the quiet ponds with their floating leaves, and
rare Orchids,with grotesque but beautiful flowers, gleam among
the branches of trees, run over the rocks, or spring out of the
earth. The Loranthus also, a plant nearly allied to the mis-
tletoe, is a most beautiful object, with brilliant scarlet fuchsia-
like flowers hanging from the branches of the trees to which
it clings. Graceful ferns are abundant, growing often as
epiphytes on the trunks of trees, or luxuriating in moist and
shady nooks.

It is sometimes supposed that the flowers of India are
gaudy but scentless. This may perhaps be affirmed with
truth of many fine flowers, but those yielding a delightful
perfume form a large proportion, of the whole. There are,
for instance, the roses, jasmines, lime, tuberose, orchids,
amaryllis, bignonias, guettarda, melia, pandanus, oleander,
henna; with sweet basil, lemon-grass, and others that have
fragrant foliage. It must, however, be confessed that some
of these flowers are too overpowering, and not sufficiently de-
licate in their perfume, for English taste. On the other hand,
the poetical allusions sometimes made to the " spicy breezes "
of India are founded upon error, for the leaves of cinnamon,
clove, and other spice plants, emit no fragrance except when
bruised.

Several plants are, on account of their beauty, or some
legendary circumstance connected with them, held sacred in
the estimation of the Hindus. The Ficus religiosa is a
stately tree somewhat resembling our aspen, and, like the
latter, its leaves also tremble in the breeze. It has not the
descending roots of the banyan. The motion of the leaves
is supposed to arise from the presence of the god Yishnu, to